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Sustaining Our Spirit of Place……

Spirit of place refers to the unique, distinctive and cherished 
aspects of a place. It’s the invisible weave of culture and the 
tangible physical aspects of a place, and it’s the 
interpersonal aspects of our relationships with a place. 



Sustaining Our Spirit of Place……
Leave No Trace
• promotes and inspires responsible outdoor recreation
• builds awareness, appreciation and respect for our natural 

and cultural heritage places
• reduces our impacts on these fragile and beautiful places



Sustaining Our Spirit of Place……
The LNT principles are based on an abiding respect for 
nature, culture and people. This respect coupled with good 
judgment and awareness allows you to apply the principles 
to your own unique circumstances.



Sustaining Our Spirit of Place……

Focus on principle 4: “Leave what you find”

It’s the missing elements of our favourite places that disturb 
us the most. “Leave what you find” means retaining the 
special qualities of every special heritage place – for the long 
term…..



Parks Victoria

Our Vision:
An outstanding park and waterway 
system, protected and enhanced, for 
people forever



Parks Victoria

Our Education & Interpretation Goals:  
• Enhance visitor experiences
• Protect park resources
• Protect visitors
• Generate public support for Parks Victoria’s park 

management programs, policies and objectives .



4.1 million ha
18% of the State

The Victorian Parks Estate

70% of coastline



Wilsons Promontory National Park



Grampians National Park



Indigenous Rock Art



Alpine National Park



Dandenong Ranges National Park



Mount Buffalo National Park



Your Special Place

1. Think of a place – outdoor environment that is special 
to you 

2. Draw us an image 



Activity:
Brainstorm

Human impacts on your special place



7 Key principles
1. Plan ahead & prepare
2. Travel & camp on durable surface
3. Dispose of waste properly
4. Leave what you find
5. Minimise campfire impacts
6. Respect wildlife
7. Be considerate of your host and other visitors 



Focus on Principle 4
Leave what you find

• Respecting culture
• Conserving the past
• Leave natural objects undisturbed
• Invasive species 



Activity - Leave what you find
• Define what’s on your picture card 
• Which part of ‘Leave what you find’ does it relate to?

– Respecting culture
– Conserving the past
– Leave natural objects undisturbed
– Invasive species

• How would humans impact on it – What activities might have an 
impact?

• Why would you apply the ‘leave what you find’ principle?



Why leave what we find?

Focus on principle 4: “Leave what you find”

It’s the missing elements of our favourite places that disturb 
us the most. “Leave what you find” means retaining the 
special qualities of every special heritage place – for the long 
term…..



Leave No Trace Australia
Environmental Skills and Outdoor Ethics

www.lnt.org.au


