
Scotch Oakburn College
• Launceston, Tasmania

• Co-Educational, Independent College, ELC – Year 12

• Junior, Middle and Senior School

• Three campuses – Junior, Senior and Valley Campus

• Valley - Education Outdoors and Environmental Centre

• Education Outdoors programmes – ELC – Year 10 and TCE



The Scotch Oakburn Vision for 2010 

“ Scotch Oakburn is a dynamic, innovative 
community of lifelong learners that will 

foster the skills, attitudes and understanding 
of its students to enable them to become 

active contributors to a sustainable global 
environment”



Vision For Learning
The Education Outdoors Programme will support and encourage each student to 
become:
•Inquiring and reflective thinkers

•Effective communicators

•Self directed, well balanced and ethical people

•Responsible citizens

•World contributors

•Informed life long learners





Education Outdoors Mission Statement

To provide knowledge and skills in outdoor, 
environmental, and indigenous education, in 

order to prepare Scotch Oakburn College 
students’ for the personal, social and 

environmental challenges in their lives.





Education Outdoors Philosophy

•Relating with self

•Relating with others

•Relating with the natural environment

•Indigenous culture

‘One of the greatest gifts we can give young people is a belief in their own 
ability.’





The ‘Valley Campus’
•16.5 hectare property in the Fingal Valley bordering the South Esk River

•Dedicated Education Outdoors and Environmental Centre

•Unique in that it is the first of its type for any school in Tasmania

•Facilities including cabins, amenities block, substantial dining area, well 
equipped kitchen, learning studios, recreation areas, lake, outdoor stage, 
camping areas, low ropes course, vegetable garden, fruit trees, open space, 
rainwater harvesting and much more!





Programmes – Junior School
•Early Learning Centre – Valley Campus Family Day

•Prep – Creatures of the Valley

•Year 1 – Critters, Bugs and Beasties 

•Year 2 – Stargazers 

•Year 3 - Habitats 

•Year 4 – Coastal Dwellers 

•Year 5 – Highland Adventurers 

•Year 6 – Southern Explorers





Programmes – Middle and Senior School

•Year 7 – Valley Life

•Year 8 – Odyssey

•Year 9 – Aurora

•Year 10 – Pinnacle

•TCE

•Leaders – Years 9 and 12





Year 8 ‘Odyssey’ Learning Outcomes
The ‘Odyssey’ Programme is based on the IDEALS of the Round Square and will 
endeavour to support and encourage each student where possible to fulfil these IDEALS

•Internationalism – cultural awareness, cultural respect for others, values and 
understanding others, empathy, community understanding, awareness and 
contributors to a more positive multicultural environment

•Democracy – conflict resolution, team work, group problem solving skills,
impact on others, resilience and tolerance

Environment - awareness of environmental issues, environmental appreciation,
pro-active environmental decision making





Year 8 ‘Odyssey’ Learning Outcomes

The ‘Odyssey’ Programme is based on the IDEALS of the Round Square and will 
endeavour to support and encourage each student where possible to fulfil these IDEALS

•Adventure – resilience and tolerance in unfamiliar situations, self esteem, 
personal responsibility and organisation, independence, desire to extend comfort 
boundaries, initiative

•Leadership – leading a group, leadership styles and skills

•Service – community understanding, ‘giving back’, contributing to a greater 
cause, contributing actively to the community



‘I know by doing, I 
understand more by getting 
involved, I know by reaching 
out with my labour, with my 
work, with my mind. I reach 

out and can make a 
difference’

Da Vinci





Year 8 Programme – ‘Odyssey’

• ‘Rock and Water’ activities each morning before breakfast

• Communal food preparation, cooking and cleaning

• Initiative activities and environmental games

• Debrief, discussion, reflection, journal writing and personal solo time





Year 8 Programme – ‘Odyssey’

• 2 ½ day bushwalking expedition - student led bushwalk incorporating on and 
off track navigation, bush camping, abseiling, river gorge walk, river crossings, 
initiative activities and first aid scenarios

• Land care activities - tree planting and staking of native trees, gardening, 
building composts and maintenance of the Valley Campus

• Forestry excursion – Day trip to a working logging coup





Year 8 Programme – ‘Odyssey’

• Indigenous interpretation – hands on exploration of indigenous culture and 
issues

• Weather interpretation and recording

• Kayaking

• Service and leadership – paired with a Year 5 student for the last two days of 
the programme. Assist and lead in running their programme under the 
guidance and supervision of staff





Future Changes
• Change to winter

• Introduce an alpine component

• Increased duration to 8 days

• Undertake a significant project

• Relevant use of IT 

• Communication with other Round Square schools in Australia and around the 
world



‘We are all better than we know, 
if only we can be brought to 

realise this, we may never again 
settle for anything less’

Kurt Hahn – Founder of Outward Bound


